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Childrens’ 
Centre News 

B rass class are loving our new topic, 'deadly diseases and crazy cures'. We just 
finished wri ng our own ‘Horrible Histories’ style text all about the Black Death. 
Sickening symptoms, blistering buboes and revol ng remedies...our texts were 

full of foul facts (and plenty of allitera on). In history, we are learning in role as modern 
day doctors travelling back through me to look at disease and medicine across the ages. 
We just  jumped forward from the Middle Ages to 1665 ‐ a difference of 300 years ‐ and 
were shocked to see that barely anything in London has changed! Living condi ons are 
s ll abhorrent which has caused the putrid plague to return. We can't wait to learn about 
other me periods to see when (if ever) people began to learn from their mistakes and 
successfully manage disease and medicine.  

W ow what a busy week we 
have had in Azure class! 
In maths, we have moved 

on to mul plica on and division.   We 
have begun with learning how to 
simplify calcula ons to help us mul ply groups of tens and hundreds using known 
facts.  In English, we have been reading 'Arthur and the Golden Rope' and wri ng our own 
mini adventure stories. We pretended to be great warriors and wrote dialogue boas ng 
about our extraordinary achievements; "I crossed the seven seas, slayed four dragons and 
climbed the tallest mountain whilst figh ng off two Ye s!" 
Our topic this term is 'classifica on and conserva on' and we've begun learning about 
birds and how & why they migrate. In prepara on for our anima on project, we learnt 
how to draw different migra ng birds in mo on and made a flip book. In art, we got 
crea ve with paint, learning different ways to use mul ple types of paints to create 
assorted effects on paper. We used brushes and pale e knives to paint and create 
textures with acrylics, poster paints, powder paints and watercolours.  And we went 
swimming! It was our very first swimming lesson, it was very, very exci ng and we can't 

wait to con nue this term with our lessons.  Written by Azure Class pupils.  

TIMETABLE SPRING 2020 

  

Baby Massage at 
Kelvin Grove on Mondays 

11.00‐12.00  £20 for 
6 classes (you get one class 

free). Families on low 
income are free. 

 

 Attention!!!   

Thursday Creative 
Kids session will now run 

from 1.30‐3.00 at Kelvin 
Grove CFC. This Thursday 
we’ll do t‐shirt prin ng.  
Next week’s theme is 

children's photography. 
 

Toddler Bounce is 
now at TNG every Monday 
13.30‐14.30….more space 

more bounce. 
 

KGEB Mini Food 
Bank Every Wednesday 

at Kelvin Grove 13.00‐14.30 
 

Family support 
advice 

session every Tuesday 
at KG 10.00‐12.00 call 020 

8613 0172 for appointment 
 

 You can now pick up free 
Vitamin D 

supplements at our 
children and family centres 

*all pregnant women 

*new mothers for one year 
a er birth 

*all children from the age 
of one month un l their 

fourth birthday 

I n Gold Stars we have been learning how to be a social detec ve. This means we use 
our eyes, ears and brains to figure out what others are planning to do next or are 
presently doing and what they mean by what they say and do.   Everyone has 

different types of ‘smarts’ in their brain. We use ‘wri ng smarts’ and ‘maths smarts’ at 
school, but we also use ‘social smarts’.  It is good to use ‘social smarts’ when you are 
around other people. Some ‘social smarts’ we have learnt about include:  

 Bodies and brains in the group 
 Thinking with our eyes 
 Knowing what people are expected to do in different places.  
 

When we use our ‘social smarts’ it helps other people have good thoughts about us. It 
makes them feel good and they will remember how we make them feel.  
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DIARY 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
I am pleased to see that the Council has 
decided to paint double yellow lines 
along Kirkdale.  At the beginning and 
end of the school day, parking here can 
cause significant problems and a safety 
risk for children.  Double yellow lines 
mean that you should not park there at 
any me.  It is only effec ve if it is 
adhered to by all.  We will be asking for 
parking wardens to patrol at key mes. 

We have had reasonably good 
a endance for the first two terms but 
can I remind you all that school starts at 
8.55am and we are teaching in all 
classes by 9am.  Please make sure your 
child arrives by 8.55am so that they do 
not miss learning.  If children arrive 
significantly late they are marked as 
absent even though they are in school.  
‘Persistent absentees’ are children who 
have a endance below 90%; the 
expected a endance of all children is a 
minimum of 96%.     90% a endance 
means that a child has taken a day off 
school every fortnight.  You can see why 
it is so important that we do our very 
best to not take any me off in term 

me except for illness. 

CURRENT ATTENDANCE 
RATES: 
Recep on:  94.7% 
Year 1: 96.2% 
Year 2: 96.1% 
Year 3: 95.2% 
Year 4: 96.3% 
Year 5: 96.8% 
Year 6: 95.5% 
 

DROP OFF 
We find that we get a lot of late or 
forgo en packed lunches, book bags, PE 
and swimming kits delivered to the 
office during the school day. As a large 
school with four different sites it is very 

me‐consuming for our office staff to 
hand deliver these items individually. 
We have a ‘drop box’ procedure in place 
which all staff and children are aware 
of. All late items for years 3 – 6 will be 
put into the ‘drop box’ situated outside 
the main hall which the children should 
check before coming to the office to ask 
us to call parents. We will con nue to 
deliver items to the younger children in 
Rec – year 2. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
At School Council we have been 
discussing how we can support our local 
community and the wider world.  We 
decided that we would like to raise 
money to help animals around the 
world, especially given the bushfires in 
Australia.  We will decide what to do in 
our next mee ngs.  The School Council 
are very focused on the environment 
and the impact that we have on it.  We 
talked about what we could do in school 
and at home to make changes and 
differences, for example walking to 
school more or using public transport 
more, turning lights off and turning taps 
off.  We also wondered what happened 
to our recycling a er it has been 
collected.  In addi on we discussed 
healthy ea ng and the impact this has 
on our physical and mental health.   

Friends of Kelvin Grove have been planning 
our ac vi es for the rest of school year. 
Watch this space for more informa on.  

For now come and join us on 
the last day of term for cakes, 
friendship bracelets and bears on sale 
in the playground. 

MORE DIARY DATES:   
SCHOOL CALENDAR 
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PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT US:  friendso elvingrove@gmail.com  PTA 
CORNER 

04 
Feb 

Mr History to visit 
Year 6  

10 
Feb 

Green class to so  
play  

11&12 
Feb 

Parents' evenings  
11th: 3.30pm ‐ 7pm & 

12th: 3.30pm ‐ 6pm 

11 
Feb Safer internet day  

12 
Feb 

Recep on to 
Horniman Museum ‐ 
'Winne the Walrus'  

14 
Feb 

Last day of  
Spring 1 2020 

17‐21 HALF TERM 

24 
Feb 

First day of  
Spring 2 2020 

25 
Feb 

Year 1 to Wells 
Park ‐ Spring walk  

26 
Feb 

Recep on phonics 
workshop  

28 
Feb 

School journey to 
Netherco  Farm 

05 
Mar World Book Day  

19 
Mar 

Year 2 trip to Kew 
Gardens  

24 
Mar 

Coral class to The 
Centre for Wildlife  

25 
Mar Class photographs 

26 
Mar 

Apricot class to The 
Centre for Wildlife 

27 
Mar 

Amber class to The 
Centre for Wildlife  

01 
Apr 

Recep on Spring 
shows 9am & 

2.15pm 

03 
Apr 

Last day of  
Spring 2 2020 



 

T his week we travelled to China to 
celebrate Chinese New Year! 
This year is the year of the rat. 
We read the ‘Great Race‘ and 

learnt which animals are in the Chinese 
Zodiac.  
 

We had great fun making new year 
cards to take home, tried to write 
Chinese le ers & tasted Chinese noodles 
with soy sauce and prawn crackers . We 
also prac sed saying ‘Kung hei fat choi‘!  

S affron class has had an exci ng week! We 
travelled into central London to visit the 
London Transport Museum in Covent 

Garden. The children loved exploring the various  
buses and trains from Victorian mes to present. 
Their favourite part of the trip was during their 

workshop when they made their own buses for the future.    

T his week Emerald class has 
been learning to make links 
between the two and four 

mes tables. We have played 
mul plica on and division games 
using counters, cards and pictures 
showing how we share and group 
amounts. For our wri ng, we have 
created amazing spy gadgets, 
described them, then wri en 
persuasive adverts so that spies will 
buy them. Our class are now excited to learn how to write 
formal le ers to persuade someone to change their mind. In science, we 
have explored the uses of mirrors, how they reflect light and how we see 
things such as wri ng in them. Building from this, children have observed 
how various objects reflect different amounts of light.  

T his term, Year 5s topic is ‘Pain ng on walls – 
from the Stone Age to Banksy’. In art, we 
have selected a 1980s themed piece of graffi  

art and each week we will be learning and applying a new ar s c skill to 
recreate the piece. This week we were sketching and in the coming weeks 
we will focus on tone, colour and finally, we will paint our own design.  

In English, we have been reading ‘Love that Dog’ by Sharon Creech. It isn’t 
your typical story; it is a story, diary and poem, all at the same me. It is 
about a boy called Jack who doesn’t like poetry, but who grows to love it, 
and who is actually inspired by a poet, Walter Dean Myers. We have worked 
on our predic ng skills, wri en character descrip ons and we have even 
created a mood graph and annotated it to help explain how Jack’s 
confidence and self‐belief develops throughout the story. It was a sad story 
because Jack wrote a poem about his dog who had died because he got hit 
by a car, but was also enjoyable because Jack discovered his love for poetry 
in the end. 

T his week in Coral class, the children have been exploring what life is 
like in the Arc c and how this compares to where we live. They then 

found out what kind of animals live in the 
Arc c and compared those to animals that 
live in the Kalahari Desert. They spent the 
end of the week learning lots of informa on 
about polar bears, ac ng out what it would 
be like to be one. They have now started to 
use that knowledge to write their own polar 
bear fact files which they will share with the 

rest of the school by the end of next week.  

T he children have really enjoyed their topic  ‘tradi onal 
stories’ over the last few weeks.  They have ‘trip 
trapped’ over the bridge avoiding the big bad troll, 

made playdough gingerbread men, explored different sized 
bears, chairs and beds.  This week, they have been exploring 
different materials and making their own houses of straw, 
s cks and bricks for the 3 li le pigs.  They have enjoyed using 
the props to ‘huff and puff’ their houses down.   They are 
beginning to show awareness of tradi onal story language, 
how they end and the different types of characters found in 
these stories.  Well done to all the children.  They have 
made us so proud!    We are now looking ahead to next 
week and the start of our Chinese new year topic.  


