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17th March 2020 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Kelvin Grove Community, 
 
I would like to thank you all for your understanding and support during these very difficult and 
challenging times.   
 
Let me start by reassuring you that at the moment there are no confirmed cases of 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) at Kelvin Grove.  However, we have a number of staff and children 
who have now displayed the symptoms which require them to self-isolate.   
 
The school will continue to remain open but obviously we will have to respond daily to the 
number of children we have in and the number of staff.  Classes will be combined, teachers 
and support staff will be deployed in different ways and timetables will be changed.   
 
Yesterday, specific vulnerable groups e.g. pregnant women, elderly and those who feel they 
are high risk were advised to self-isolate to reduce the risk of infection.  This has further 
reduced the workforce I have available, but the school will remain open until instructed to close 
by Government.  We will work hard to minimise the worry and stress for children and 
yourselves.  Parents are asking me questions which I am not in a position answer but I will 
clarify a few things.   
 

 Kelvin Grove School is open and will remain open until instructed to close or staff 
numbers make it unsafe for it to remain open.  

 

 We do not know if there will be disruption to the assessment and testing schedule so we 
will carry on as if there is not.  

 

 We cannot predict if the Year 6 trip to France will go ahead so we will carry on as if it is.  
 

 If schools are asked to close nobody knows how long this will be for.  
 

 Work and learning will be provided for children if we are asked to close.  Staff are 
currently working on this, as well as teaching their classes.   

 

 There may come a time when schools have to reduce the number of year groups that 
they can teach. We are not yet in that position but that can change daily.  

 
Key Workers 
 
There is some discussion that soon schools may be asked to just provide learning/childcare for 
parents who are key workers, e.g. education, health, transport, emergency service, food retail 
or supply chain.  
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We have no idea of the size of this group so in the next few days, if you consider yourself to be 
key worker, could you please let us know by completing the form below: 
 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/SchoolBusinessManagerForms/CriticalWorkerNotification 
 
A link to this form is also available from the         Coronavirus update post on the front of the 
school website. 
 
We may also be asked to provide a hub for children who are on free school meals but no 
information is available yet as to how this will work. 
 
The school website is going to be key in terms of communicating with you all.  Please view this 
daily.  (       Coronavirus update post on the front page) 
 
These are unprecedented times.  The best way forward is to work together as a community.  
Some people are asking how they can help and support us. Firstly, we must all trust and follow 
the guidance that is being given nationally.  When, why and how to self-isolate is clearly 
described on government websites.  It is also time to love and care for those who are closest 
to us, and look around within the community and see if there are others who we could support, 
practically and emotionally. Challenge and stifle rumour, understand and support people with 
anxiety or fear.  We can all play a role in this.  Finally, I would like to remind you that all of my 
staff have families too.  We are working under a tremendous pressure which changes daily.   
 
Be gentle and kind to one another. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ian Hyde 
HEADTEACHER 
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