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Tuesday 14th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Distance Learning Through Technology 
 
During this challenging time, teachers at Kelvin Grove are exploring new ways to support learning and pupil 
engagement at home. We understand that social distancing measures mean that children may begin to feel 
isolated because interaction between home and school has become very limited.  We also acknowledge that the 
temptation for children to reach out to each other through social media networks will grow and this can pose its 
own risks as privacy settings and moderation can vary greatly. 
With these issues considered, Kelvin Grove is working to set up learning platforms so that the school community 
can continue to interact and learn safely. We are currently setting up Purple Mash which will open up hundreds 
of learning opportunities across many curriculum subjects and also provide children with simple tools that allow 
them to communicate and collaborate. Not all tools will be available to immediately but will be rolled out 
gradually.  
 
Please visit:  https://2simple.com/purple-mash/purple-mash-parents/  for more information on this. 
We have chosen Purple Mash because it will meet many needs of our pupils from Early Years to Year 6 and will 
work on most devices.  Please note that we fully understand that not all children have access to a personal device 
that can access the internet. Any learning set online is optional and in addition to the work packs that are 
available at school or downloadable from our website.  The children who are currently attending school will be 
allowed access to Purple Mash regularly during school times.   Children’s usernames and passwords will be 
emailed on request at the beginning of the summer term.  To request your child’s username and password, please 
read the following internet use agreement and sign the online form at the bottom. 
 
Safety First 
Because this is new technology, we have created an addendum to our school’s Responsible Use Policy to include 
distance learning.  Staff, parents and children will need to adhere to strict rules and safeguards to get the most 
out of learning platforms so that they become powerful and positive tools for learning. Allowing children to 
interact online requires teaching and guidance around several key points. 

 Keeping personal information safe 

 Sharing information and content that is appropriate, relevant and consented 

 Respecting the work and content of others 

 Adopting a helpful and positive tone when communicating and commenting with/to other users. 

Please read the following Responsible Use Agreement for Distance Learning and complete the online form to 
declare that you and your child have read, understood and agree with its contents. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this and we look forward to seeing how our pupils engage with this new 
resource. 
 
Best Wishes, 

Kris Clark 
Kris Clark 
Deputy Head Teacher  
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Internet Use Policy for Distance Learning 
 
The school agrees to: 

 Only use learning platforms that have been risk-assessed for their safety towards children.  

 Only use personal information such as names and classes to create user accounts and not to allow this to 

be shared with any 3rd parties.   

 Ring-fence any communication and collaboration tools so that children cannot send or receive 

communication with anyone outside of the school community.   

 Moderate communication between pupils to ensure it is safe and appropriate. 

 Ensure that children can report any upsetting communication or that which makes them feel 

uncomfortable.  

 Set out clear and agreed guidelines for staff and pupils alike. 

We ask that parents and carers support us by: 

 Ensuring that children are supervised when using internet devices and taking the steps to minimise 

access to inappropriate content and applications.  

 Reading and discussing the school’s internet use policy with their child(ren). 

 Discussing what is and what is not appropriate to share online. 

 Encouraging children to communicate in helpful, relevant and positive ways.  If they receive negative 

communication, encourage them to report this instead of replying. 

 Ensuring that only their child uses their account to access content and communicate with others. No 

other family members should be allowed to communicate with staff and pupils.  

We ask children to agree to: 

 Use a tablet, computer or phone under guidance of their parents. 

 Keep personal information private (addresses, phone numbers, passwords, etc) 

 Prevent other family members from using their accounts. 

 Communicate directly with people they know. 

 Use communication tools such as emails and blogs carefully and T.H.I.N.K. before they post or reply. 

T = Is it true? 
H= Is it helpful? 
I = is it inspiring? 
N = is it necessary? 
K = is it kind? 

 Only share content that is appropriate and relevant to the learning tasks 

 Not interfere with the content or files of others without permission.  

 Not share images of staff or pupils without their permission. 

 Not share any content created or shared within the schools learning platform to other sites or social 

media networks. 

 Understand that the school can check their files, comments and emails. 

Children who fail to adhere to this agreement will have access to online platforms revoked until further discussion 
between home and school can take place.  
Please sign the form below to state that you agree and request log in details to Purple Mash.  
https://www.cognitoforms.com/SchoolBusinessManagerForms/InternetUseAgreementAndPurpleMashLogInReques
t   Short link:  http://tiny.cc/ff8zmz 
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