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The aims of the Foundation Stage at Kelvin Grove are: 
 

 to provide an education of excellent quality 

 to raise the level of achievement in all children 

 to provide a happy, welcoming, relaxed and stimulating atmosphere 

 to provide a learning environment which encourages a high level of autonomy 
in all children 

 to ensure all children have equal access to the curriculum and make progress 

 to ensure all progress is closely monitored using agreed assessment 
procedures 

 to encourage children to organise their own time and take responsibility for 
their own learning 

 to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, covering all seven areas of 
learning as well as children’s own experiences  

 to work closely with parents/carers 

 to encourage parents/carers to continue to take a full and active role in their 
child’s learning and in all aspects of school life 

 to strengthen home/school links and consolidate our ethos of partnership in 
order to raise achievement in all children. 

 

We want each parent/carer to: 
 

 feel confident in the care and education we give their children 

 feel part of the school community 

 feel able to approach us with any worries or queries they may have.  

 

We want each staff member to: 
 

 respect each child and their family 

 implement all school and EYFS policies 

 contribute to the well-being and successful learning of each child 

 maintain safe and stimulating environments 

 build on the work that parents/carers do with their children outside school. 
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ENTRY TO RECEPTION SEPTEMBER 2020 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS 

 
 
The Reception Day 
 
The school day begins promptly at 8.55am, the day ends at 3.15 pm. Daily 
attendance, and punctuality is important at Kelvin Grove. In Reception we do our 
core learning such as phonics and reading every morning so please try and be on 
time every day.  
 
Please notify the class teacher or the office if someone else is coming to collect your 
child. Please note that your child cannot be released to unknown family or friends 
unless a prior arrangement has been made. Collection message should be 
telephoned into the office by 3.00 pm.  
 
 
Breakfast Club and ClubXtra (our before and after school childcare services) are 
available but we request that new reception children do not use these clubs until 
after the first half term in order to help a smooth transition into school. Club 
information is available on our website or from the school office. 
  

How we teach 
 
Young children learn in a variety of ways: 
 

 through experimenting, watching, practising 

 listening, talking and playing in a variety of social situations 

 alone, in pairs, in larger groups 

 at their own pace, building on knowledge and skills already developed. 

 
Our teaching methods and the organisation of the day and equipment are designed 
to meet these learning needs. 

 
We have three classrooms, two outdoor areas which are situated on the main school 
site and off site: 

 
 areas contain different sorts of equipment and resources to provide 

opportunities for exploration in each area of learning 
 

 a lot of equipment is stored so that children can help themselves to what they 
need (learning to tidy up after yourself is an important part of the Reception 
experience) 

 

 staff constantly observe children. These observations form part of a child’s 
Learning Journey and enable us to make plans for the child at our regular 
meetings. If we observe that a child never independently approaches an area 
of learning, we would find out why and encourage them to have a go. 
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Home to school links 

 
There are a number of ways we communicate between home and school.  Normally 
we would start with our initial ‘home visits’, however, this year because of Covid -19 
we have replaced this with socially distanced 1:1 meetings with parents/carers and 
the Reception Year Group lead. This is the only meeting we will have with your 
prior to your child starting school, please try and attend. 
 
Once your child has started Reception you will receive weekly newsletters, regular 
reminder school texts , reading journals and suggestions for home learning. 
 
At Kelvin Grove we are aware that you know your own child best and we value the 
experiences that they have at home with you. We want to make it as easy as 
possible for you to share your child’s achievements, interests, or anything else with 
us.  
 
One way is through our online assessment software, “Tapestry”. Your child’s 
teachers will be using this to record and assess your child’s progress throughout the 
year. There will be opportunities to share these observations with parents and 
carers, whilst at the same time allowing you to upload examples of your child’s 
learning experiences at home. These observations will be added to the assessments 
made at school and will provide a complete picture of your child’s learning over the 
year. 
 

 

Open door policy 
 
At Kelvin Grove we operate an open-door policy. This means that you are welcome 
to come and speak to teachers whenever you have a question or concern. Teachers 
are always available at the end of the school day from 3.15. If you are a working 
parent/carer you can telephone the office to arrange a time to suit you.  

 
Reading with your child 

 
One of the most valuable learning experiences for your child in Reception is reading 
at home with you on a regular basis. At school, reading books are changed weekly.  
There will be two books provided: one will be suitable to your child’s reading ability, 
and one will be a story book of their own choice for you to share with your child.  
Your child’s class teacher will be giving out information on how you can support your 
child with their reading at home in early September. 
 
Please speak to your class teacher if you feel that your child would benefit from 
changing their book more often or if you need extra support or guidance on how you 
can help your child with their reading. 
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School meals 
 
Current government legislation allows for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 
2 to have universal free school meals.  
 
Please ensure you inform us of any dietary requirements or food allergies your child 
may have via your child’s school registration form.   
 
Alternatively, you can provide your child with a healthy packed lunch. Please note 
that we have a “no nut” or nut products policy at  school, and please no sweets or 
fizzy drinks.  
 
However, you can help raise much needed extra funding for our school by applying 
for pupil premium. If you are in receipt of: 
 

 Universal Credit  

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseekers Allowance or Employment & Support Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit – net earning threshold of £7,400  

 Guarantee element of pension credit  

 Support under Park VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999, 
 
please ensure you apply for pupil premium. Online applications can be made via 
www.lewisham.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals details are enclosed in this pack, or ask at 
the school office for more details. 

 

Drinks 
 
Reception children have access to drinking water throughout the day, and milk and 
fresh fruit daily. Therefore, we do not encourage children to bring in their own water 
bottles from home (except in packed lunches). 
 

Compulsory school uniform 
 
It is important that all children come to school in full uniform. 
 
The Kelvin Grove uniform style is as follows: 
 

 black school shoes (no shoes with laces, unless they can tie them up by 
themselves!)  

 white shirts or polo shirts (with KG logo) 

 dark grey trousers/skirts (shorts in summer) 

 plain red, black or grey tights or socks. 
 

(N.B. Hooded sweatshirts and hairstyles with shaved designs and lines are not 
permitted). 
 
Kelvin Grove School PE Kit is as follows: 
 

 white t-shirts with KG logo (black or grey sweatshirts in the winter) 

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
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 black shorts (black track suit bottoms in the winter) 

 black plimsolls or trainers 

 Kelvin Grove PE kit bag 

 Kelvin Grove book bag (to be used daily). 
 
We highly recommend that you put name labels on all of your child’s clothing to 
help avoid losing items. Iron on or sew-on name tapes are best and can be ordered 
from many online retailers. 
 
Kelvin Grove uniform is available from Wearabouts Schoolwear. You can order 
online or in person at their store located in Sydenham. 
 
Wearabouts Schoolwear 
99 Sydenham Road  
London SE26 5UA 
Tel: 020 8659 9917 https://wearaboutsschoolwear.co.uk/ 
 

 
Weekly PE sessions led by a sports coach 
 
We have a weekly PE session in Reception. We cover a range of activities 
throughout the year including dance, movement, gymnastics, football and games. 
The class teacher is also there in the lesson. 
 
On PE days, all children should come to school wearing a white t-shirt, black shorts 
or jogging bottoms and black plimsolls or trainers (no laces), with their usual school 
jumper. 

 

School website 
 
Our website www.kelvingrove.lewisham.sch.uk has up to date information regarding 
our curriculum, policies, staff, events and news. We also have a socal media 
accounts  which carries all the latest news feeds and images of school life here at 
Kelvin Grove.   
 
Our website has useful links to our admissions and SIMS Agora, our online payment 
system, (used for school trips, clubs etc.). You will be sent registration details to 
activate your child’s SIMS Agora account in September. 

 

https://wearaboutsschoolwear.co.uk/
http://www.kelvingrove.lewisham.sch.uk/
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What is the Early Years Foundation Stage?  
  
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them 
to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s 
experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life 
chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important. Good parenting and high 
quality early learning provide the foundation children need to make the most of their 
abilities and talents as they grow up.  
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all Early Years 
providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept 
healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school 
readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide 
the right foundation for good future progress through school and life. 
 
 
So what does this mean for you and your child in Reception? 
 
Children are offered a ‘principled play-based approach to learning and development’.   
The activities that are provided for young children will underpin the skills they need to 
work towards the Early Learning Goals in the following areas at the end of their 
Reception year at school. 
 
There are seven Areas of Learning. All Areas of Learning and development are 
important and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 
children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to 
learn, form relationships and thrive. These three areas, the prime areas, are:  
 
• communication and language - development involves giving children 
opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence 
and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 

• physical development - involves providing opportunities for young children to be 
active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. 
Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and 
to make healthy choices in relation to food.  

• personal, social and emotional development - involves helping children to 
develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships 
and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage 
their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have 
confidence in their own abilities.  

 
Children are further supported in four specific areas, through which the three prime 
areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are:  
 
• literacy - development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and 
to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading 
materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 

• mathematics - involves providing children with opportunities to develop and 
improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple 
addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures. 
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• understanding the world - involves guiding children to make sense of their 
physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and 
find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 

• expressive arts and design - involves enabling children to explore and play with a 
wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and 
encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of 
activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology. 

  

Reception Topic Overview 
 
Each term we introduce a new topic to the children, often with a fun launch event. 
Most of our activities are then planned around these topics. If at any time you have 
any unwanted resources which you feel will relate to our topics, we would be grateful 

to receive these donations.  
Our topics have included, Settling In, Ourselves, Favourite Stories, Celebrations & 
Festivals Around the World, Traditional Tales, People Who Help Us, Pirates and 
Fish, Superheroes, and Transition to Year 1.  Topics will change yearly depending 
on children’s interests and experiences. Topic information will be available to view 
via the school website and weekly newsletters. 

 
Children’s Assessments & Monitoring Progress 
We regularly monitor children’s progress. We have termly Parents evenings to 

discuss your child progress and are more than happy to always speak to you if 
you have any questions. 

 
 
Speech and Language Screening  
 
All Reception children will be screened by the end of the first term. The information 
gathered following the screening will help your child’s class teacher to plan 
appropriate support in their learning. Attached to this pack is a permission letter for 
parents to read, sign and then return. If you have any questions regarding our SALT 
screening, please do not hesitate to ask.    
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Forest School Outdoor Learning  
 
Throughout their first year at Kelvin Grove your child will have the opportunity to 
attend a series of regular Forest School sessions delivered by a qualified Forest 
School Leader.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For children of all ages Forest School is a highly successful approach to learning that 
allows children the freedom to explore and experience the outdoors. It makes use of 
a natural learning environment to support the development of vital learning 
behaviours that children need in order to thrive in the classroom and throughout their 
lifelong learning journeys.  
 
Forest School is special because children are out in all seasons and weathers, 
following their curiosity, assessing risks and discovering what they can do with their 
hands. The sessions are managed and guided by a qualified Forest School leader 
who allows the child to learn from what they find and in their own way. The infinite 
variety that comes from a natural and often unpredictable outdoor learning 
environment provides children with a range of experiences that stimulate creative 
thinking, develop problem solving and build their physical skills.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    

 
Forest School clothing & footwear 
School provides a waterproof jacket and over trousers for each child to wear. On their 
forest school day children can come to school in warm, comfortable clothing (non-
school uniform). Wellington boots must be brought from home in a clearly named 
Kelvin Grove PE bag. 
 

Information regarding when your child will take part in Forest 
School will be given in September. 
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Key information for all new parents/carers  

 All uniform and clothes are to have name labels. So many items get lost and 
never found.  

 Provide a change of clothes in bag if you have any concerns with toileting 

 Black shoes, preferably Velcro fastening. No laces ! 

 School book bags brought into school every day, keeping their Reading Diary 
safely inside 

 Coats in school – we do play outside in light rain 

 Lunch boxes clearly named (if your child’s lunch option is packed lunch) 

 Fruit and milk are provided by the school every day 

 Absence: please telephone or email the school office before 9.00 am every 
day of your child’s absence to inform us of the reason for the absence – email 
absence@kelvingrove.lewisham.sch.uk or call our absence hotline  

 

 If collection arrangements for your child/ren change, please inform the school 
office before 3.00 pm  

 Update the office if you have a change of address or telephone number 

 Ensure medical/dietary needs are discussed with the class teacher and 
declared on your child’s registration form  

 All medication (i.e. asthma pump, EpiPen etc.) should be brought to school 
with a fully up to date care plan for safe keeping in the class by your child’s 
teacher or teaching assistant. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:absence@kelvingrove.lewisham.sch.uk
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Home /school Links: 
 
In order to ensure a smooth home to school transition we need parents/carers to 
support us in the following:  
 
Home visits: 
 
At Kelvin Grove we see home visits as the first vital stepping stone in the links 
between home and school. 
 
The aims of our home visit are: 
 

 to start to build a warm, caring relationship with the child and parents/carers 

 to ensure the child has met staff on familiar territory before starting school and 
thereby may feel more confident when starting reception 

 to give staff the opportunity to meet parents/carers as individuals rather than 
in a group  

 to offer parents/carers the opportunity to discuss things in privacy and without 
interruptions 

 to reinforce to parents/carers that school considers them important partners in 
their child’s education 

 to begin to foster good home-school links. 
 
  
 
Clearly this year with the Covid-19 conditions imposed, our usual Home Visits are 
not going to be possible.  Instead please attend the 1:1 meeting with Mrs Daniel 
(Reception Year Group Lead), this will be the only formal contact with the 
school before your child starts. We would love for your child to attend this 
meeting as well. The meeting will be in a separate building and social 
distancing guidelines will apply.  
 

 
Stay and Play Sessions September  
 
This is an opportunity for you and your child to come along and experience a 
Reception session as well as to meet the team. This is an invaluable experience for 
both child and parents/carers as this will give you an insight into school life, and 
provide opportunities for the conversations that we would have had at a home visit.  
 
 
The date of this will be Friday 4th September .  We will contact you nearer 
September to confirm exact details. This is an opportunity for your child to 
meet their new class teacher and see their classroom before their first day.  
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Staggered intake into Reception in September  
 
When your child starts Reception it is very important that a parent, or other caring 
adult, is willing to give up some time to help them settle happily into Reception. If you 
are working parents, this may mean it will be necessary for you to take a few days 
leave, if there is no other family member or friend to take on this supportive role. 
 
Even if your child is used to being separated from you, they still need time to adjust 
to the new children, adults, and school life. 
 
There will be a staggered start to Reception in September. This involves your child 
attending for the morning and lunch on their first day and in most cases attending 
full-time (8.50-3.15) the following day. It is in the children’s and staff’s interest to get 
all children into Reception full-time as quickly as possible; so we do ask for your co-
operation during these early days, so that your child’s first memories and 
experiences of school are happy. 
 
We do expect most children to be on a full day timetable by  mid September 2020. 
 
Our definition of ‘really settled’ is a child who is eager to come to school, who enters 
the classroom happily, who parts happily and confidently from their parent/carer and 
who quickly becomes engaged in activities, either as an individual or as part of a 
group.  
 
Your child’s start date will be confirmed next month.  If you have any questions 
please do contact the school office .  

 

 

 

Thank you for reading this Welcome 

Pack and for your future support as 

your child starts their school career 

with us at Kelvin Grove!  
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