
 

YEAR 1 READING ASSESSMENT 

 

Pupils should be taught to develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, 
vocabulary and understanding by: 

 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read independently 

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear to their own experiences 

 becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling 
them and considering their particular characteristics 

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 

 learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

In age appropriate books pupils can: 

 
Word Reading  

 

 Match all graphemes taught to their phonemes (Phases 2, 3 & 5) 

 Blend sounds in words of one syllable or more based on known GPCs 
(including words with s, es, ing, ed, er, est endings) 

 Read words with contractions e.g I’m, I’ll, we’ll, and understand that the 
apostrophe represents omitted letters 

 Read known words by sight  

 Re-read familiar texts independently to improve fluency 
 

Comprehension  
(of books they read and those that are read to them) 

Clarifying words, questioning, summarising 
 

 Use prior knowledge to understand texts, linking what they read or hear to their 
own experiences 

 Use the context and vocabulary provided to understand texts 

 Check that the text makes sense to them as they read and correct miscues 

 Begin to draw simple inferences from the text and/or illustrations  

 Make predictions based on events in the text 

 Explain main events of stories read to them to show understanding  
 

 
Themes, patterns, viewpoints 

Breadth of reading, enjoyment, comparison and discussion 
 

 Say what they like about stories they know 
 

 



 

YEAR 1 READING ASSESSMENT 

Graphemes taught by end of Year 1: 

Phase 2 

Phase 3 

Phase 5 

 


