
 

YEAR 5 READING ASSESSMENT 

Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes to reading, and an 
understanding of what they read, by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 

 reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes 

 using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 
 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, 

myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 
 identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 
 preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 
 discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 
 recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative 

poetry] 

In age appropriate books pupils can: 

 
Word Reading 

 

 Read aloud and understand the meaning of new words met, applying growing 
knowledge of morphology and etymology across a wide range of texts 
(appendix 1 National Curriculum) 

 
Comprehension  

Clarifying words, questioning, summarising 
 

 Develop an active attitude towards reading: seeking answers, anticipating 
events, empathising with characters and imagining events that are described 

 Identify aspects of a text that they are not clear about and ask questions to 
clarify their understanding  

 Clarify the meanings of unfamiliar words using a range of strategies 

 Retrieve key details and quotations from fiction and non-fiction to demonstrate 
understanding of character, events and information 

 Identify the main ideas in paragraphs and summarise, including most of the 
main ideas in a series of sentences using their own words and key vocabulary 
from the text 

 Draw inferences and justify these in detail using evidence from the text 

 Make predictions from details stated and implied information 

 Identify language the writer has chosen for impact and discuss and evaluate the 
impact on them as a reader 

 
 

Themes, Patterns, Viewpoints 
Breadth of reading, enjoyment, comparison and discussion 

 

 Recognise and discuss themes and conventions and begin to understand that 
these can present the author’s viewpoint in a text 

 
 


