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Dear Parents and Carers,        Sunday 3rd January 2021 
 
It is with mixed feelings that I am writing to you after the government announcement to close all 
London primary schools, except to vulnerable children and the children of key workers. We all want 
schools to be open, they mean far more to children than just a place of learning, but they need to be 
safe. 
 
There has been an unprecedented rise in the number of coronavirus cases in London and the South East 
in the last few weeks. This meant that a return to what we had worked so hard as a community to 
achieve before Christmas would be impossible. 
 
The delay in making a decision about schools (and especially schools in Lewisham) has made children, 
parents and staff anxious and given schools little time to prepare. As always, we will do our best and 
work in partnership with you to make things easier. 
 
For children who are classed as vulnerable or the child of a critical worker you will need to register with 
us. This is a new registration form and must be filled in again, even if you registered with us previously. 
To check your eligibility please follow this link CRITICAL WORKER AND VULNERABLE CHILD GUIDANCE. 
Please note that in the category of vulnerable pupils apart from children with EHCPs and children with 
social workers, places are given at the school’s discretion.  
 
Children who register will be expected to attend full time. Please follow the link to make an application. 
CRITICAL WORKER AND VULNERALBE CHILD NOTIFICATION 
 
For the next two weeks all learning planned for the classroom will be moved online to Seesaw. We will 
continue to provide a broad and balanced curriculum during this period of closure to keep your child’s 
education as a priority. 
 
Teachers will be monitoring Seesaw throughout the school day and will be available to answer any 
questions pupils have about the work. Pupils can contact teachers by commenting directly beneath a 
completed or draft piece of work.  If you have other queries or questions, you can contact the teacher 
by pressing the green 'add' circle and selecting one of the available tools (ie. note, video or drawing). 
 
Pupils need to endeavour to complete work set daily by teachers. Please make the school aware if your 
child is sick or otherwise can’t complete work. We will do all we can to offer support.  
 
Paper packs will be made available on Tuesday and a text will be sent out to let you know when to 
collect it. A work pack is essential if pupils do not have access to a laptop or tablet.  All work completed 
on paper can be photographed and uploaded to Seesaw or brought back when you collect your next 
pack. All work will receive teacher feedback. Once work has been marked on Seesaw, teachers may 
direct pupils to look at something again with some additional support.  
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The teacher who monitors your child's home learning will either be your child's class teacher or a 
teacher from the year group team wherever possible. Please remember that many teachers are 
continuing to teach the children who will still be attending throughout closure and other members of 
staff may be isolating or unwell.  We are doing our best to manage a very challenging situation.  
 
We appreciate all your support with the home learning; please do not hesitate to get in touch with the 
school if you need any help. For general Seesaw support and lost username/passwords, 
please email seesaw@kelvingrove.lewisham.sch.uk 
 
The government has promised to review the situation regularly and open schools as soon as it is safe to 
do so. We will keep you updated.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ian Hyde 
Headteacher 
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