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Year 6 Reading Curriculum 
 

Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes to reading, and an understanding of what 
they read, by: 
 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 

 reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes 

 using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 
 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths 

and legends, and retelling some of these orally 
 identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 
 preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 
 discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 
 recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 

 
 

Word Reading 
(in age appropriate books) 

 

 Read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency (including whole novels) 
 

 
Comprehension  

(of books they read and those that are read to them) 
Clarifying words, questioning, summarising 

 
 

Identify where they do not fully understand a text and ask effective questions that will help 
them clarify their understanding by: 

Checking the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and asking 
questions.  
 
Using tentative language to speculate on possibilities raised by the text to aid speculative 
thinking and deepen understanding when considering a line of enquiry. 
 
Challenging specific point of view when responding to a discussion. 
 
Identifying and mark aspects of a text which are unclear in order to discuss or revisit on a 
second reading. 
 
As they read, identifying mark and annotating extracts which they think are significant to 
understanding characters, events or ideas or an author’s point of view or use of language, 
adding a commentary where this is helpful.  
 



Asking and answering a range of open questions to explore a range of possibilities when 
trying to understand a text. 
 
Linking what they read or hear with known experiences in order to make sense of a complex 
text. 

 
 

Clarify the meaning of unfamiliar words, understanding that words can have different 
meanings depending on the context 

Identifying words and phrases which are unknown and applying strategies (re-reading, 
reading on, using the context, knowledge of syntax or word roots) to clarify the meaning.  
 
Exploring and discussing unknown technical or subject specific vocabulary with increasing 
independence.  
 
Discussing and clarifying meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary. 
 
Checking the plausibility and accuracy of their explanation or inference about a word 
meaning.  
 
Continuing to use dictionaries to check the meanings of words that they have read. 
 

 
 

Retrieve information from whole texts (fiction and non-fiction) by: 

Finding information efficiently by skimming and scanning a range of texts, and making 
annotations where appropriate. 
 
Linking parts of a text together in order to understand how details or specific sections 
support a main idea or point.   
 
Recording details retrieved from the text about characters, events and ideas e.g. by making 
a comparisons table, true of false grid etc  
 
Recognising retrieval questions, understanding that the information will be explicitly stated 
but not necessarily using the language from the question stem, and the information 
required may be in more than one place. 
 
Retrieving information from several sections or aspects of a text e.g paragraphs, headings, 
tables, illustrations, diagrams   
 
Using the navigational features of a range of texts and making choices about which would 
be most useful for retrieving the information required 
 
Making comparisons between forms, layout and the ways in which information is presented 
in non- fiction texts. 
 



Recording information gained from reading e.g. orally, individual or group written 
outcomes. 
 
Identifying material from texts to support an argument, knowing when it is useful to quote 
directly, paraphrase or adapt. 
 
Identifying facts within a non-fiction text and begin to recognise that opinions are 
sometimes presented as facts.   
 
Identifying viewpoints and beliefs and beginning to identify varying opinions  

 
 

Explain and justify their understanding of what they have read, drawing inferences and 
justifying these with evidence –  developed explanations about characters actions and 
motives 

Empathising with a number of different characters within a book, considering actions, 
motivations, complexities and interactions with other characters.  

Recognising that characters may have different perspectives in the story of the same event, 
consider the context of each and explain why perspectives differ e.g. Isabel, her parents and 
Isobel’s best friend have very different perspectives on what is happening with the bath in 
Bath Night – and it is these different perspectives which ultimately lead to the events of the 
story.   

Drawing inferences about the motives and feelings that might lie behind a character’s 
words. 

Considering ways in which different settings influence the reader and/or characters in the 
text. 

Forming conclusions inferred from evidence in the text e.g. Torak and Renn learn to trust 
each other and you see them become friends. They started out as sort of enemies because 
she was in the group when he was captured but their journey showed them they needed 
each other to survive.  

Justifying their opinions, sometimes referring to more than one place in the text e.g. Renn 
only helps him when they first meet because it could help her clan. Then they find they have 
to work together to escape the bear. By the end, Torak will risk getting the last bit of the 
Nanuak to save his friend Ryan. 

 
 

Predict what might happen from details stated and implied –  justifying these with well-
developed explanations 

Exploring the likelihood of a prediction being correct. 

Beginning to adapt predictions in the light of new information. 

Predicting how characters might behave, taking into account considerations such as 
motivations so far, atmosphere, relationships, settings, level of risk. 

 



 

Accurately and selectively summarise main ideas, events, characters and information in 
fiction and non-fiction texts by: 

Identifying keywords and main points within and across texts.  

Making regular brief summaries of what they’ve read, linking their summary to previous 
predictions about the text. Update their ideas about the text in the light of what they’ve 
read. 

Summarising evidence from across a text to explain events or ideas. 

Summarising their current understanding of a text at regular intervals.  

Presenting a summary of chapter/story as a whole/comparisons of stories/non-fiction texts 
e.g., orally, individual or group written  

 
 

Explain and evaluate how the meaning is enhanced by author use of vocabulary by: 

Collecting words which capture the reader’s interest and imagination.  

Describing and evaluating the use of particular words or phrases, and their effect on the 
reader. 

Discussing language choices in the text that provides clues to the author’s intent. 

Discussing the meaning of figurative words and phrases.  

Exploring the effect of imagery sustained within and across paragraphs. 

Discussing how writers create shades of meaning. 

Exploring synonyms and idiomatic language (often seemingly simple words and phrases 
working together for a particular reason ‘picking up speed). 

Exploring how the conventions of different types of writing (e.g. language features of specific 
genres and cohesive devices) are used to support the author’s aims.  

 
 

Make comparisons across texts, identifying common or contrasting themes and conventions 
by: 

Discussing the sequence of events in both linear and non-linear texts and how the different 
elements relate to one another within a text e.g. a linear narrative with flashbacks to the 
past. 

Understanding how a writer develops themes, ideas or points of view in a text. 

Identifying how the author’s voice influences the reader’s point of view and frames their 
understanding. Discussing how this can change over the course of a text.  

Considering how an author has introduced and extended ideas about characters, events or 
topics through the language choices and the way they have developed them.  



Identifying and discussing themes  e.g resilience, differing responses to hardship or danger, 
belonging, relationships between people and nature/wildlife, and conventions in a wide 
range of narrative, non-narrative, non-fiction and poetry.  

Recognising that a text may have multiple themes. 

Making comparisons within and across books e.g. characters, settings, themes, layout, 
structure  

Taking part in debate/discussion about key themes, demonstrating an understanding of what 
they have read. 

Evaluating the value of a text for an intended purpose, drawing on information acquired by 
skimming and scanning. 

 
 


