
Welcome back to Spring 1 term!  

We have a few staffing changes in Year 2: we welcome Mrs Davey to Saffron class, who will be teaching on 

Thursdays and Fridays in place of Miss Drewe, who will be continuing with her wider school role of Achievement 

Lead. Also, we welcome Ms Dolerius, who has moved from Blue class to Ochre class, as a permanent TA.  

Our topic for this term is called ‘Out of the Ashes’ and focuses on the Great Fire of London of 1666. 

English: We will start the topic off with the Jackie Kay’s poem ‘Bush Fire’. Then the children will meet the heroes 

Vlad the flea and Boxton the rat in Kate Cunningham’s ‘Vlad and the Great Fire of London’, and write their own 

version of the story before moving on to the beautifully illustrated ‘Great Fire of London’ by Emma Adams. 

Maths: Children will start the topic of ‘Money’ learning to identify all the coins and notes, before moving on to 

multiplication and division. (In Year 2 children are expected to know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables). 

History: We will start by learning about the differences between London in Tudor times and in the present day. 

Then we will investigate how the fire started, how it spread so quickly and the difference between firefighting 

now and in the past. The children will be using a variety of sources such as: paintings, eye witness descriptions 

and Samuel Pepys’ famous diary to make observations and ask questions.   

PSHCE: In PSHCE we will be thinking about our dreams and goals and how we can work with others to best 

achieve these. 

Computing: Children will be introduced to algorithms (a set of instructions to carry out a task), debugging and 

decomposition and learn why instructions need to be specific and unambiguous. 

Science: Our topic is materials, children will be learning the names of different materials of everyday objects 

and then different properties these materials have (eg. hard, soft, transparent, absorbent). 

R.E.: Year 2 will explore what they consider to be ‘Right and Wrong’ behaviour, how this relates to living in 

groups and why we have rules for groups. We will be exploring some of these rules with the Ten 

Commandments in Christianity and Judaism, and the story of Prophet Mohammed and the old woman in Islam. 

Just a few reminders: 

1) Children need to bring their book bag (with their book in it) to school every day. Your child’s books will 

be changed every week on either Thursday or Friday.  

2) Common Exception Words – the children need to know how to read and spell all of the common 

exception words by the end of the year. We have sent these home with children but please let us know 

if you would like another copy. 

3)  Overleaf you will also find a list of vocabulary children will encounter in their science and history topics 

this half term. You may find it helpful to discuss these words and concepts with your child at home too. 

Home Learning:  It is essential that all children read on a regular basis as this will help them in becoming more 

fluent readers.  Maths homework will continue to be set on Mathletics, which can be accessed on mobile 

phones as well as on laptops or pcs. 

Thank you again for your continued support and we look forward to a fantastic term full of learning! 

The Year 2 Team 

Mrs Satchwell, Ms Sutcliffe, Mrs Clark, Mrs Davey 



 

Vocabulary for our Science Topic ‘Uses of Everyday Materials’. 

 

Vocabulary for our English and History topic ‘Out of the Ashes’. 

 


