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South London professional theatre for all ages

Special edition with Luna, Betty and Eloise

Welcome to the latest edition of Alba Asks. This time we had the amazing opportunity to
interview the director of Spontaneous Productions- Jonathan Kaufman and assistant
Producer and head costume designer - Jackie Poulett. Spontaneous Productions is a
Sydenham-based theatre company who produce professional theatre, events and workshops
at affordable prices for kids and adults.

Q: Who/What inspired you to start as a costume designer for S.P?

A: Jackie worked with an actor who always played the same character and one day he asked
Jackie to make his costumes. She enjoyed doing that and decided she wanted to branch out.
After doing that for a while, she found Jonathan who asked her to help him with the shows.
Soon after, she was the full-time costume designer for S.P. Her favourite costumes to make
were the nutcracker and the little mermaid.

Q: What inspired you to start spontaneous productions?

A: In 2008, Jonathan had worked at Kirkdale Books for years. When he worked there, he
met actors and writers at the bookshop so, with these people he hosted a show at the
Dolphin Pub, in their garden. Because his production was put together so suddenly, he
decided to call his company Spontaneous Productions.

Q: How long does it take to get the cast ready?



A: Actors usually arrive an hour and the half before the show. They show up at this fime as
they need to warm up, physically and mentally. Jackie said she sees the actors doing yoga and
stretches. Jonathan says the actors also take deep breaths and sing o warm up for their
role.

Q: How long does it take to put together a full production. AKA writing the script,
rehearsing the play, making the sets and costumes?

A: For costumes it depends what's in the cupboard but if you have to make one from scratch
it takes at least one day. They only rehearse for 2 weeks because everyone already knows
what they're doing. Everyone has their own job and rehearsing is where the whole show
comes together. They usually write 2 or 3 months in advance and they have a music composer
who does that as well.

Q: How do you entertain adults as well as children?
A: The production is mostly aimed at children, but there is something for everybody. It's
inspired by shows like the Simpsons.

Q: What is your next production and when is it coming out?
A: It's called The Princess and the Pea and the Enormous Turnip. It's coming out on the 8th
of Marchl!

Q: How did Covid affect S.P?

A: It was really hard. Many had to sit far apart for the social distance. The first show that
they did when the quarantine was over was puss in boots. It was only Jonathan, Jackie, and a
few other actors during covid-19.

Q: What is your favourite production?

A: It's incredibly hard to choose but Jonathan said that his favourites were the 3 little pigs
and around the world in 80 days. Jackie said that she really liked The Little Mermaid
because it was set underwater and had fluorescent lighting and the Nutcracker because she
loved the costumes.

Jackie and Jonathan shared a song that was going to be in their next production The
Princess and the Pea and the Enormous Turnip. The song is called 'Tt's a Pea's Life' and we all
loved it and gave our thanks to the music composer.

We hope you liked this article and that it answered some of your questions. Don't forget to
book your tickets to their new production now!
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